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RECENT CASES. 3%7 

and he has no excuse. Insolvency justifies refusal of credit and an assumption 
that the contract will not be carried out. Ex parte Chalmers, L. R. 8 Ch. 
289. Consequently, the evidence in the principal case should be admitted 
unless the plaintiff shows he would have given notification of his intention and 
ability to buy for cash, but was misled because the defendant did not base his 
rescission on insolvency. 

Contributory Negligence — Division of Damages Between Neg- 
ligent Vessels. — An action was brought in a state court for damages caused 
to the plaintiff's vessel by a collision with the defendant's vessel, due to the neg- 
ligence of both. Held, that the plaintiff may recover one-half of the.loss suffered. 
St. Louis & Tennessee River Packet Co. v. Murray, 139 S. W. 1078 (Ky.). 

Heretofore, if a plaintiff has brought his action in a state court for negligent 
injury to a vessel by collision, the common-law rule has been applied that if he is 
negligent he cannot recover. New York Harbor Towboat Co. v. New York, etc. 
Ry. Co., 148 N.-Y. 574, 42 N. E. 1086. See Union Steamship Co. v. Notting- 
hams, 17 Grat. (Va.) 115, 123. An early Louisiana case stated that if both 
vessels were at fault the loss should be divided. Brickell v. Frisby, 2 Rob. 
(La.) 204. Later cases in that state refuse to apply this rule. Murphy v. Dia- 
mond, 3 La. Ann. 441. Except for the Louisiana case, the principal case is the 
only instance of an action in a state court where the admiralty rule of dam- 
ages has been applied. It directly overrules an earlier Kentucky decision. 
Broadwell v. Swigert, 7 B. Mon. (Ky.) 39. 

Criminal Law — Appeal — Presumption as to Harmless Error. — 
At the trial of the defendant for perjury a question was submitted to the jury 
which the court should have decided. The defendant was convicted. Held, 
that to secure a reversal the defendant must show that the error was prejudicial 
to him. Coleman v. State, 118 Pac. 594 (Okl.). 

Several jurisdictions have the rule that if the error might have prejudiced 
the rights of the defendant, there must be a reversal. Boyd v. State, 16 Lea 
(Tenn.) 149. See Boren v. State, 32 Tex. Cr. R. 637, 645, 25 S. W. 775, 776. 
Others hold that if there was error it is presumed prejudicial to the defendant, 
and unless this presumption is rebutted, a reversal must follow. Barnett v. 
Commonwealth, 84 Ky. 449, 1 S. W. 722; State v. Johnson, 69 la. 623, 29 N. W. 
754. The principal case holds that a defendant must show the appellate court 
that the error prejudiced his rights in order to secure a reversal. This rule is 
the best, and has the support of advanced thinkers on criminal procedure. 
See 35 Reports or American Bar Association, 624 et seq. A recent amend- 
ment to the Constitution of California, proposed by the legislature, provides 
that there shall be no reversal in a criminal case unless the court believes the 
error has resulted in a miscarriage of justice. Cal. Stat, of 1911, 1798, c. 36. 

Criminal Law — Insanity — Burden of Proof. — In a trial for murder 
the defendant introduced evidence of insanity. Held, that the burden is upon 
the prosecution to prove sanity beyond a reasonable doubt. Adair v. State, 
118 Pac. 416 (Okl.). 

The principal case is correct in holding that insanity is a question of re- 
sponsibility, and not an affirmative defense, the presumption of sanity placing 
the burden of going forward upon the defendant but not relieving the prose- 
cution of its duty of proving all essential elements of the offense. For the au- 
thorities und principles involved, see 4 Harv. L. Rev. 45, 55; n id. 62; 13 id. 
59; 18 id. 312. 

Damages — Consequential Damages — Recovery for Mental An- 
guish Caused by Breach of Contract. — The plaintiff bought a ticket for 



